
 
 

 
September 12, 2023 
 

USDA SEPTEMBER 2023 CROP 
ESTIMATE 

 
The USDA just release their latest estimate calling for a crop of 3,161,855 fst.  They lowered the average yield, but 
increased the total acres.  I can’t argue with the estimate itself, although lots still depend on the weather going forward, 
with the exception of Texas.  I don’t see how Texas could harvest 205’000 acres. So, the questions still remain: how 
many acres will Texas harvest with what yield? And that will most probably determine the size of the crop.   
Right now, I have a tough time imagining a crop much bigger than 3.05 million fst (max 3.1 million fst). 
 
Next question will be quality of the crop. The crop will definitely not be as good as the past 3 years. There should be a 
good portion of the Southeast, the VC and Delta that will be of very good quality. But there will also be lots of pockets of 
aflatoxin issues especially in Alabama and parts of West Georgia.  Now, we need adequate weather for the remainder of 
the season and for the harvest. We need a decent quality for the US to be able to service the European demand. 
At this point I still estimate the carryover for next year to be similar to this year. 
  

 
  
 
 


